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ADVANCED RECREATIONAL DIVING:
ADVANTAGES AND HAZARDS

A.  Marroni and D. H Elliotr,.
DAN Europe Foundation

PART I: CURRENT SITUATION IN EUROPE
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258 British Journal of Industrial Medicine 1991;48:258-266

Neurological long term consequences of deep diving

K Todnem, H Nyland, H Skeidsvoll, R Svihus, P Rinck, B K Kambestad, T Riise, J A Aarli

Br ] Sp Med 1994; 28(2)

Self-reported long-term effects of diving and
decompression illness in recreational SCUBA divers

Dan McQueen BMed Sci, Gerry Kent PhD and Andrew Murrison MB ChB
Department of Psychiatry, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK
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The divers reported signiﬁcantly more symptoms Table 1. Percentage of divers in the two groups reporting specific
health symptoms
from the nervous system than the controls. Concen-
tration dlfﬁCllltleS and paraeSthCSIa were the most Symp[‘om Accident Control 5;'gnjﬁcance*
prominent symptoms. The divers are more informed group group
of neurplfsglcal symptoms because of their education Eyesight - &
and training. The symptoms were, however, strongly deterioration
correlated with DCS 2, saturation diving, deep § Doublevision 2 :
g 32 20
deterioration
Tinnitus 30 16
Vertigo 19 6
Headache 46 28
Epilepsy 0 0
Weakness or 19 0
clumsiness
Sensitivity to 27
alcohol
Irritability 14
Difficulty 46
concentrating
Poor appetite 5
Hot or cold 22
feelings

*Mann-Whitney U test; n.s. not significant
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Neurology. 2000 Dec 12:55(11):1743-5.

Neurologic outcome of controlled compressed-air diving.

Cordes P, Keil R, Bartsch T, Tetzlaff K, Reuter M, Hutzelmann A, Friege L, Mever T,
Bettinghausen E, Deuschl G.

Department of Neurology, Christian-Albrechts University of Kiel, Germany.

The authors compared the neurologic, neuropsychological, and neuroradiologic status of
military compressed-air divers without a history of neurologic decompression illness and
controls. No gross differences in the neuropsychometric test results or abnormal neurologic
findings were found. There was no correlation between test results, diving experience, and
number and size of cerebral MRI lesions. Prevalence of cerebral lesions was not mcreased in
divers. These results suggest that there are no long-term CNS sequelae in military divers if
diving 1s performed under controlled conditions.
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